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Passage 1: Read the passage carefully
A Missing Cat

The owner of a missing cat is asking for help. "My baby has been missing for
over a month now, and I want him back so badly,” said Mrs. Brown, a 56-year-old
woman. Mrs. Brown lives by herself in a trailer park near Clovis. She said that Clyde,
her 7-year-old cat, didn't come home for dinner more than a month ago. The next
morning, he didn't appear for breakfast either. After Clyde missed an extra-special
lunch, she called the police.

When the policeman asked her to describe Clyde, she told him that Clyde had
beautiful green eyes, had all his teeth but was missing half of his left ear, and was seven
years old and completely white. She then told the officer that Clyde was about a foot
high.

A bell went off. "Is Clyde your child or your pet?" the officer suspiciously asked.
"Well, he's my cat, of course,” Mrs. Brown replied. "Lady, you're supposed to report
missing PERSONS, not missing CATS," said the irritated policeman. "Well, who can |
report this to?" she asked. "You can't. You have to ask around your neighborhood or
put-up flyers," replied the officer.

Mrs. Brown figured that a billboard would work a lot better than an 8"x11" piece
of paper on a telephone pole. There was an empty billboard at the end of her street just
off the interstate highway. The billboard had a phone number on it. She called that
number, and they told her they could blow up a picture of Clyde (from Mrs. Brown's
family album) and put it on the billboard for all to see.

"But how can people see it when they whiz by on the interstate?" she asked. "Oh,
don't worry, ma'am, they only whiz by between 2 a.m. and 5:30 a.m. The rest of the day,
the interstate is so full of commuters that no one moves." They told her it would cost
only $3,000 a month. So, she took most of the money out of her savings account and
rented the billboard for a month.

The month has passed, but Clyde has not appeared. Because she has almost no
money in savings, Mrs. Brown called the local newspaper to see if anyone could help
her rent the billboard for just one more month. She is waiting but, so far, no one has

stepped forward. #n: https://rong-chang.com/qa2/stories/story011.htm
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Class

Worksheet 1

Define the meanings of these words

Words

Meaning in English

Meaning in Thai

album

billboard

computer

describe

figure

neighborhood

highway

interstate

irritate

persons

pole

suspiciously

trailer

whiz
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Worksheet 2 Asking and answering questions
Part A: Making the question from these sentences

1. Mrs. Brown rented the billboard for one month. (How long)

2. More than $3,000 was in Mrs. Brown’s savings (How much)

3. Mrs. Brown is asking for help. (What)

4. Mrs. Brown is waiting for someone to help her financially. (What)

5. Mrs. Brown is Clyde’s owner. (Who)

Part B:_Answer the questions about the passage A Missing Cat

1. What is the main idea of the story?

2. Rewrite the new ending of the story in your own opinion.
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—

. What is Clyde missing?
He’s missing half of his left ear. / He is missing half of his left ear.
2. What colour is Clyde?
He’s completely white. /He's white. / He is white. /He is completely white.
3. When did Mrs. Brown begin to worry and call the police?

When Clyde missed a lunch.

=S

. Why was the policeman angry?
Because the police only accept reports about missing persons.
5. What was Mrs. Brown worried about?
People can’t see the billboard when they drive too fast.
6. What did the policeman say that people are supposed to report?
He said that people are supposed to report missing persons.

The policeman said that people are supposed to report missing persons.

~J]

. What is at the end of Mrs. Brown’s street?
An empty billboard is at the end of her street.

A billboard is at the end of her street.

==}

. Where did Mrs. Brown get $3.000?
She got it out of her savings account.
9. How much did the billboard cost MRS. BROWN?
It cost $3,000.
10. What can you infer from the last paragraph?

Mrs. Brown would do anything for the return of Clyde.
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Passage 2 : Read the passage carefully
Books Don't Grow on Trees

A local community college professor decided to fight back. "The price of books
for our students is just getting higher and higher and, combined with the rising cost of
tuition, it's killing these kids," said Peter Jason, Ph.D. "Remember, students are one of
the poorest groups of people in America. Almost half of them have at least one part-
time job. In fact, one of my students has three jobs. She is a part-time sales clerk at a
clothing store three days a week, then works three evenings a week as a pizza cook, and
on weekends she does manicures at a beauty salon. And she still manages to have a high
GPA and go to school full-time."

Textbook prices are traditionally high. Adding to that problem, many college
instructors change textbooks year after year; they either upgrade to a new edition or
switch to an entirely different textbook. This further hurts student because if an
instructor no longer uses a particular textbook, that book has no resale value.

Dr. Jason decided to make life a little easier and a lot cheaper for his students by
writing his own book on public speaking. "Many books have an increased price because
of bells and whistles: CD-ROMs, lots of color photographs, and lots of graphics. I talked
to my students, and many of them, like me, prefer to keep things simple. So, during a
sabbatical a few years ago, | wrote my own textbook. | made sure that it wasn't long-
winded. [ called it Successful Public Speaking: How To Be Brief, Concise, and to the
Point.

"Compared to most other public speaking primers, mine is half the number of
pages, and one-third the price. That is, $30 instead of $90. Plus, it is published in a three-
ring binder format. So, when [ wrote a second edition last year, students only had to buy
the 35 new pages and delete 35 of the original pages. For only $7.00, they had upgraded
to the new edition. I've had great feedback from my students about this loose-leaf

concept. Maybe the word will get out, and more writers and publishers will try it."

fan: https://rong-chang.com/qa2/stories/story019.htm
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No. Class___

Worksheet 1

Define the meanings of these words

Words

Meaning in English

Meaning in Thai

binder

concise

delete

graphics

manicure

original

photograph

primer

sabbatical

salon

tuition

wind

bells and
whistles

loose leaf
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Name No. Class
Worksheet 2
Part A : Find the words to match the meanings and solve the crossword puzzle.
1 2
3
5
6
8
9
10 11
12
Across: Down:
I. People use cameras to take  s. A 2. is what you pay for instruction,

war ___er is a brave person.

usually at a college but also at a private
school. You don't have to pay while
you're in public grade school or high

school.

8. If you have an  Picasso (1881-
1973) painting, you can sell it for

millions.

4. A statement is short and clear. If
you are wordy, you bore people and

forget your point.
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Across:

Down:

9. A beauty ___, or beauty parlor, is
where women go to make their hair look

beautiful.

5. President Nixon's secretary
accidentally __d 18 minutes from an
audio tape. All you could hear on the

tape was silence.

10. Many toys used to have a spring and
a key for kids to ___ up the toy and
watch it walk or move. You don't have
to ___ your watch anymore because

today's watches are battery-powered.

6., such as drawings and
photographs, are very popular additions

to the text in children's books.

11. A___is an introductory book that

gives you the basics about a subject.

12. A professor might takea __ ,ora
break from teaching, to research or write

a book

7. A 3-ring ___is convenient for storing,
adding, and removing as many sheets of

paper as you like.

Part B:_Answer the questions about the passage.

1. What is the main idea of the story?

2. What do you think about this passage?




ANDNT LY I UNITHUTU

. How much was the second edition?

It was only $7.00. /It was only $7. / It was $7.00. / It was $7.
. What kind of feedback has Dr. Jason gotten from his students?
He's gotten great feedback. He has gotten great feedback.
He's gotten great feedback from his students.

. What does he call the concept for his book?

He calls it the loose-leaf concept

. Who does Dr. Jason hope will try the loose-leaf concept?

He hopes writers and publishers will try it.

He hopes more writers and publishers will try it.

. Where does Dr. Jason teach?

He teaches at a local community college.

. What did Dr. Jason decide to do?

He decided to fight back

. What is getting higher?

The price of books is getting higher.

. What does Ph.D. stand for?

It stands for Doctor of Philosophy. / Ph.D. stands for Doctor of Philosophy.
. What is the rising price of books and tuition doing to students?

It's killing them. / It's killing these kids. / It's killing the students.

10. How did Dr. Jason make life a little easier for students?

He wrote his own book on public speaking. / He wrote his own book.

He wrote his own textbook.
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Passage 3 : Read the passage carefully
Hotel Says Goodbye to Clean Couple

Theodore, the manager of the Paradise Hotel, told a middle-aged couple that
they would have to leave the hotel after just one night. The couple, visiting from
Texas, had booked a room for eight nights. "They wanted a sterile environment,"
Theodore said. "They should have rented a room in a hospital, maybe an operating
room. This hotel is clean, but it isn't that clean."

Theodore said that, on the very first day, the couple brought all the sheets,
pillowcases, and bedspreads down to the main lobby and just dropped them next to the
front desk. They stood there next to this pile of bedding while other guests looked,
pointed, and murmured. The hotel got three cancellations within the hour from people
who witnessed this strange event.

When Theodore asked the couple what the problem was, they said that their
bedding was filthy and they wanted it replaced. The couple could not identify any
specific "filth"” on the bedding. The wife just said, "We're paying good money to stay
here. How dare you doubt us? We know the filth is there. That's all the proof you
need." Theodore called room service, and the bedding was replaced immediately.

Early the next evening, however, the couple marched to the front desk again
and demanded seven cans of spray disinfectant. "We need a can for each night. We
have to spray the phone, the TV, all the door handles, the toilet handle, the shower
stall, the faucet, the sink, and any hotel staff entering our room."

Worried about what their demands might be in the following days, Theodore
politely suggested that a hotel more suitable for them was just around the corner. He
then called ahead to reserve a "very clean" room, and gave them free transportation in
the hotel limousine.

"They seemed surprised that I suggested a different hotel, but they liked the
idea that I didn't charge them for the second day, and they really liked the limousine

service," said Theodore.

i https://rong-chang.com/qa2/stories/story017.htm
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Worksheet 1

Define the meanings of these words

Words

Meaning in English

Meaning in Thai

bedspread

cancellation

disinfectant

environment

faucet

filthy

identify

limousine

lobby

murmur

paradise

pillowcase

réserve
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Worksheet 2 Asking and answering questions
Part A: Making the question from these sentences

1. Theodore reserved a very clean room. (What kind of)

2. The limousine was free. (How much)

3. Theodore manages the Paradise hotel. (Which)

4. The couple booked it for eight nigh. (How long)

5. They needed a can for each night. (How often)

Part B :_ Answer the questions about the passage.

1. What is the main idea of the story?

2. Rewrite the new ending of the story in your own opinion.




LI

Araun A lunisalaTu

. Who is Theodore?

He’s the manager of the Paradise hotel.

. Where was the couple from?

They were from Texas.

. How old was the couple?

They were middle-aged.

. What kind of environment did the couple want?

They wanted a sterile environment.

. Where did they drop the sheets?

They dropped them next to the front desk.

. hat did other guests do?

They looked, pointed, and murmured.

. How many cancellations did the hotel get?

It got three cancellations.

. How soon was the bedding replaced?

It was replaced immediately.

. How many cans of disinfectant did they demand?

They demanded seven cans.

10. What did Theodore give them?

He gave them free transportation.
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Passage 4 : Read the passage carefully
City Welcomes New Store and Its Owners

The city of Armada opened its arms to a new business on Huntington Drive at
First Street. The store, called Turtle Dove, is a pet shop specializing in two kinds of
animals. The owners are two brothers, Bill and Bob Pidgin. They moved here from the
northern California town of Santa Rosa, where they owned an ant farm store called
Antimal House. That store was such a success that after five years they sold it for a big

profit.

They took it easy for a couple of years, traveling throughout the states. "We
visited almost every zoo in the country, partly because we love animals and partly
because we were looking for inspiration for our next business," said Bill. They finally
decided on turtles and doves. "They're easy to feed and care for, and both animals live

a long time," said Bob.

The store will be open from 9:00 am. to 9:00 p.m. Wednesdays through
Saturdays. "We think those are hours that our customers will find very convenient. Plus,
the three days off gives us a chance to go into the woods and find more critters. We
never buy our animals; we always try to collect them from the wild. That way we can
pass on huge savings to our customers. And, of course, by removing these animals from
their natural habitat, we protect them from being devoured by their natural enemies. So,
our customers are happy, our animals are happy, and we're happy. It's a win-win for all

of us."

flan: https://rong-chang.com/qa2/stories/story021.htm
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Worksheet 1

Define the meanings of these words

Words Meaning in English Meaning in Thai

ant

collect

convenient

critter

dove

habitat

inspiration

pidgin

plus

profit

specializing

Success

turtle
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Name No. Class

Worksheet 2 Asking question

Part A: Answer the questions

1. Why is the store named Turtle Dove?

2. Did Bill and Bob Pidgin have any experience before they opened Turtle Dove?

3. Why did they do no business for several years?

4. Why did they decide to keep turtles and doves?

Part B : Answer the questions about the passage.

1. What is the main idea of the story?

2. Rewrite the new ending of the story in your own opinion.
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. Where did the two brothers travel?

They travelled throughout the states.

. Which zoos did they visit?

They visited almost every zoo in the country.
. What do Bill and Bob love?

They love animals.

. What were Bill and Bob looking for?

They were looking for inspiration.

. Which animals are they selling in their new store?
They're selling turtles and doves.

. How long do turtles and doves live?

They live a long time.

. What are the hours of the new store?

101

It will be open from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm. / It will be open from 9 am to 9 pm.

Its hours are 9 to 9. / The new store's hours are 9 am to 9 pm.

. Which days will the new store be open?

It'll be open Wednesdays through Saturdays.

. How many days a week will the store be open?

It'll be open four days a week.

10. Where will the brothers go during the three days off?

They'll go into the woods.
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Passage S : Read the passage carefully
Gets Booked, Writes a Book

A man convicted of writing bad checks to casinos has written a book that he
predicts will become a national bestseller. Entitled A Casino Is Born Every Minute, the
250-page book details James Duncan's successful and unsuccessful attempts to beat
casinos. Duncan is serving a five-year sentence for grand larceny in the Las Vegas city
jail. He wrote 18 bogus checks, ranging in value from $3,000 to $10,000, at 17 different
casinos. "My only mistake was cashing that last check at the same casino I had cashed
the first check at," said Duncan. "They were waiting for me."

Duncan only has a few months left before he is released from the jail. During his
incarceration, he used the library facilities and computers to write his book. He
completed the book two months ago and is now shopping it around to various publishers.

Books about gambling and casinos are very popular. People like to read about
gangsters, beautiful women, flashy cars, posh hotels, and the exciting possibilities of
winning it all and losing it all. Duncan says he was the first card-counter in Las Vegas.
He claims that he made almost $1 million at blackjack. Then, other card sharks started
copying his technique.

"They abused the system," said Duncan. "They got greedy. If they'd been like
me, and just won some here and there, different places, and different nights, the casinos
wouldn't have gotten suspicious so fast."” When the casinos realized what was going on,
they started using two or more decks at the blackjack tables to thwart the counters. They

escorted out anyone they suspected of counting cards.

fhan: https://rong-chang.com/qa2/stories/story03 1.htm
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Worksheet 1

Define the meanings of these words

Words

Meaning in English

Meaning in Thai

abuse

attempt

beat

blackjack

casino

claim

convict

escort

greedy

incarceration

larceny

posh

predict
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Worksheet 2

Part A: Answer the questions

1. What happened to James Duncan?

2. According to Duncan, what led to his being caught?

3. Why do many people like gambling?

4. When did the casinos suspect there were people cheating?

Part B : Answer the questions about the passage.

1. What is the main idea of the story?

2. Rewrite the new ending of the story in your own opinion.
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. What was Mr. Duncan convicted of?
He was convicted of writing bad checks.
. Whom did he write bad checks to?
He wrote them to casinos.
. How long was his sentence for grand larceny?
It was five years.
. Where is he right now?
He’s in the Las Vegas city jail.
. How many bogus checks did he write?
He wrote 18.
. How many different casinos did he swindle?
He swindled 17.
. What did he use to write his book?
He used the library facilities and computers.
. When will he be released?
He’ll be released in a few months.
. When did he complete his book?

He completed it two months ago.

10. What is Mr. Duncan doing now that he's completed his book?

He's shopping it around to various publishers.

109
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1. According to the washing machine instructions. Which is CORRECT?

-~

WASHING MACHINE

Instructions Manual

1. Put clothes in the washing machine

2. Put washing detergent in detergent compartment.
(you can use liquid or powder)

3. Add bleach or fabric softener in the proper compartment

4. Choose programme

5. Choose temperature according to the fabric type.

6. Press ‘Start’

\ DO NOT OPEN THE DOOR WHILE ON FUNCTION /

~

1. You shouldn’t use liquid detergent.

2. The fabric softener can be controlled by the fabric type.

3. Clothes are put in the washing machine before detergent.

4. The door can be opened while the washing machine is working.

Directions: Read the following chart and choose the best answer. (2-4)

Weights Objects across the Solar System (in pounds)

Object
Planet Standard
Baseball | Watermelon Sofa Hippopotamus
Poodle
Earth 2.5 12 55 225 8,000
Mercury 0.9 4.5 20.7 85 3,024
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Object
Planet Standard
Baseball | Watermelon Poodle Sofa | Hippopotamus
Venus 22 10.8 49.8 204 7,256
Mars 0.9 4.5 0.7 84.8 3.016
Jupiter 5.9 283 1.30 531.9 18.912
Saturn 2.6 12.7 58.5 2394 8,512
Uranus 2.2 10.6 48.8 200 7,112
Neptune 2.8 0.8 3.6 253.1 9,000
Pluto 0.1 0.8 3.6 15 536

#an:zhttp://www.kpeppe.com/downloads/Packet%206%20KEY %20Math%20A pps.pdf

2. According to the chart, which is TRUE?

1. The objects will be heaviest on Saturn.

2. A sofa on Pluto weighs 210 pounds less than on Earth.

3. A baseball bat has the same weight on Venus and Mars.

4. A watermelon on Mars weighs 9 pounds more than on Neptune.

3. On which two planets does a watermelon weigh exactly the same amount?

1. Jupiter and Pluto

2. Mercury and Mars

3. Venus and Uranus

4. Saturn and Neptune

4. On which planet do things weigh the closest to what they weigh on Earth?

111 Jupiter

3. Saturn

4. Uranus
Item (5-9)
Date: June 26, 2005
From: Personal Manager
To: All supervisors

Subject: English Usage
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Recently it has come to the attention of higher management that on
average the standard of English in this company is too low. There have been
too many cases lately where the meaning of faxes and phone calls in English
has been completely misunderstood. These mistakes can have serious financial
effects and in addition affect the prestige of our company.

It is essential that we train our staff in English, the international
language of business. As a first step, supervisors are requested to form staff
members into groups consisting of not fewer than five and not more than ten.
These groups may then decide on which evenings they wish to learn, and
whether they wish to learn on one evening a week for twenty weeks or twice a
week for ten weeks.

Furthermore, supervisors are requested to set an example by speaking
English in the office and explaining any term their staff members do not
understand.

Thank you for your co-operation.

#in: Expanding Reading Skills Book 1

5. What is the purpose of the memo?

1. to improve English usage among office staff
2. to train the staff in using fax and phone machine
3. to blame the supervisors who have low English ability

4. to announce the average standard of English in the company

6. Which is NOT the supervisors’ role in this memo?

1. to arrange the workers into small groups
2. to be an example by using English in the work place
3. to answer the staff members about any term questions

4. to train the communicative English course to staff members

7. Which has the different meaning from “prestige”?

1. dignity 2, Property 3. Reputation 4. Importance
8. What does the word “they” in line 9 refer to?
1. the trainers 2. the supervisors
3. the office workers 4. the company employers

9. Which group needs to attend this English training?
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1. the staff members

2. the higher managers

3. the company owner

4. the personnel managers
Item 10-13

There is a new scam on the internet for those looking for love. Criminals are
trying to trick people by using old love letters and romantic language. Conmen can
easily buy "scam packs" to help them trick would be daters into their scam. The pack
is available online and only costs a few dollars. It includes love letter templates,
photos, videos and false identities. This is all that is needed to pretend to be someone
looking for love. The criminals pose as potential partners and contact people seeking
romance on dating sites. After a period of correspondence, they start asking their
victim for money. They use many different kinds of excuses and reasons why they
need money.

The police force in London reported 3,900 people being scammed online in
2016. The average amount of money they lost was $12,500. The average age of the
victims 10 was 59 years old. More women than men were scammed, with 61 per cent
of the victims being female. A senior police officer described the damage the scams do
to victims. He said: "These crimes destroy lives and the emotional damage often far
outweighs the financial loss. He advised people against giving strangers money. He
said: "Never give money to people you meet online, no matter what emotional sob
story 15 the person uses.” He added that to be safe, people should always be on their
guard when communicating with a stranger online.

#m: hitps://breakingnewsenglish.com/1712/171214-modem-

society.html
10. What is the purpose of the reporter?
1. to disclose how criminals scam the money
2. to describe how to stop stealing money online
3. to persuade the reader to be careful with buying items
4. to negotiate the criminals to stop hacking the information
11. According to the news, which is NOT true?

1. The love letters were used by the malefactors.
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2. The scam packs were bought by the malefactors.

3. The malefactors pretended to be someone’s looking for love.

4. The malefactors stole a 59- year-old woman’s money from her pocket.
12. According to the news, how can the readers prevent themselves from the crime?

1. Stop seeking for love online.

2. Never trust the people that you meet online.

3. Choose carefully date matching online website.

4. Send love letters and pictures to the strangers by email.

13. What does the word “He” in the second paragraph?

1. victim 2. criminal
3. stranger 4. Policeman
Item 14-15

Capricorn (Dec 22-Jan 20) the signs are that loved ones and relatives must be handle
with cares otherwise you risk upsetting them. Fortunately, a positive link between
Mars and Venus in the 16th shows that you know when to be soft and to be hard. In
fact, all relationship will improve once Venus enters Cancer on the 21st.

Virgo (Aug 24-Sep 22) you must learn to be more aggressive where your ambitions
are concerned. Stay on the path you have chosen and refuse to be pushed aside. Listen
to what colleague tell you but don’t be afraid to disagree if you believe that your way

is best. There comes a time when actions speak louder than words- and this is it.

14. Which of the following is NOT mentioned for the people who born on Dec 25?7
1. Everything will be fine after twenty-first.
2. They should take special care of their friends.
3. They will have problems with the love ones in short term.
4. Since twenty- second, they will have no problem with their relatives.
15. What is the advice for the people who was born under the Virgo sign?
1. Attempt hard to attain their goals.
2. Make an effort to achieve peace of mind.
3. Try hard to stop worrying about their aims.
4. Struggle to stop being ruled by their desires.
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Item 16-21

The march of technology may seem unstoppable, but all things digital may
have a way to go before they replace the traditional bedtime book - the paper one. A
new study shows that paper books are better than e-books for bedtime reading. The
study suggests that the good old printed book, with real pages that you turn with your
fingers, makes parents and children interact more than they do when reading with an
electronic book. Researchers from the University of Michigan studied how 37 pairs of
parents and toddlers interacted with e-books and paper books. The researchers found
that with electronic books, parents asked their children fewer questions and made
fewer comments about the story.

The study involved observing parents and children (aged two or three) reading
from three different book formats. These were printed books, basic e-books on a
tablet, and enhanced e-books with features such as animation, graphics and sound
effects. The researchers discovered that the parents and toddlers interacted with each
other less with both types of e-books than they did with the printed books. A
researcher said that when they did speak, they were far likelier to talk about the device
and the technology rather than about the story. Children were likelier to say things
like, "don't push that button" or "don't change the volume" than ask questions or make
observations about the story.

fian: https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1903/190328-paper-books.htm]

16. What is the main idea of the article?
1. We can’t stop the growth of technology.
2. Using e-books, parents asked their children fewer questions.
3. Parents and their children likely prefer e-books than paper books.
4. The study suggested that paper books lead to more parents-children
interaction.
17. What should be the best title of the article?
1. E-books Better than the Paper Books
2. The Role of E-book on Reading Interaction
3. Parents and Their Toddlers Reading Preference
4. Paper Books Better Than E-books for Bedtime Stories
18. What does the word “toddlers™?



116

1. new-borns 2. kindergartens

3. pre-schoolers 4. primary 1 students
19. According to the story, which is NOT true?

1. The age of the children in this study is under three years old.

2. Observing the experiment, parents talk to their children less when using the
devices.

3. Children were interested in the devices before asking the questions about the
story.

4. Three different types of bedtime storybooks were used in the experiment.
20. Which weren’t used as the research instruments?

1. laptops 2. tablets 3. e-books 4. paper books

21. From the result of the experiment, we can infer that

1. Printed bedtime storybooks will not be used anymore.

2. E-books with animation and sound effects will replace the printed book.

3. Parents will keep going on using the old printed books than the e-books.

4. Children will prefer learning through technology devices than the old printed
book.
Item 21-25
Romero to Simon Allen
Subject: Re: How’s it going?
20 August, 10:37
Hi Simon

Sorry 1 haven’t written till now. Since I got here I’ve been really busy with the
course and making new friends. I’m speaking English all the time and going out in the
evening with my classmates. We’re a real mix of nationalities: Chinese, Russian, Thai,
Italian, Spanish, Brazilian... We all talk in English but I’m learning loads about other
languages and countries too.

My host family are really nice. The parents, Susan and Paul, are very friendly
and kind. The children are called Lewis and Amy. They’re both in primary school and

are very sweet but they can be a bit annoying too. If I have to watch the film Frozen
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with them one more time, I’'m going to go crazy! I know all the songs by heart now.
Ahhhhh!

We live pretty near the school so I walk there every day. It’s only a short bus
ride from Edinburgh city centre, and their are loads of shops and cafes there. There’s
an ancient castle too and we’re going there on a school trip next week. Edinburgh is a
really interesting place to be and there’s a festival on at the moment. It’s awesome but
a bit expensive for us students, so we’ve been hanging out in the streets watching the
free street performances from actors and musicians. Yesterday I saw a magician doing
card tricks — it was so much fun! I’ll send some photos of Edinburgh Castle next time.
Take care and let me know how you are doing.

Fran

22. Which of the statement is TRUE about Fran’s letter?

1. Susan and Paul are Fran’s next door’s parents.

2. Amy and Lewis are Fran’s host family’s children.

3. Fran and his classmates go to Edinburgh on his holiday.

4, Fran really loves to watch the film Frozen with Lewis and Amy.
23. What does Fran mean about the movie when he says “I’ m going to be crazy”?

1. He prefers to watch the film again.

2. He’d rather watch the film with his host family.

3. He thinks the film is very awesome but a bit boring.

4. He’s disinterested to join the children watching the film again.
24 . What does the word “them” refer to?

1. the songs

2. the children

3. the parents

4. the movies
25. What is the main idea of the last paragraph?

1. There are ancients castle in Edinburgh.

2. Edinburgh is far from where Fran live.

3. Edinburgh is a wonderful places to visit.

4. Most of people take the bus to Edinburgh.
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Item 26-29

People say the early bird catches the worm. This means people who wake up
early do many things; They also say: "Early to bed, early to rise makes a man healthy,
wealthy, and wise." This may be true. Scientists found that people who go to bed early
do better in tests. People who sleep and wake up early have an advantage over people
who sleep and wake up late. They found differences in the brains of early birds and
night owls.

The scientists tested 38 people. They answered questionnaires about sleep and
tiredness. All of the people had MRI brain scans and did tests during the day. The
early birds said they felt less sleepy. They did the tests quicker than the night owls.
There were big differences between the groups. The researchers said night owls have
to get up early for school and work. They always want to sleep late, so they have to
fight their natural rhythm.

#in: https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1902/190218-night-owlsreading_100_1.htm

26. Which is the purpose of the story?

1. to tell that getting up early is good for the birds

2. to give information that going to bed early is good for human

3. to describe how to make a man healthy and wealthy by sleeping late

4. to compare the results of brain testing between the early bird and the night
owls
27. According to the passage, which is NOT true?

1. The early birds made a man healthy, wealthy and clever.

2. The persons who went to bed early do quicker in the brain test.

3. The scientists found that people who got up late felt less sleepy during the
day.

4. The researchers said the result of brain scanning between two groups is
different.
28. What does the word “they” refer to?

1. the people who did the research.

2. the people who took the brain testing.

3. the people who slept and got up early.

4. the people who got up early but stay up late.
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29. What is the meaning of the word “night owls”?

1. a scientist who uses MRI scan

2. a person who always goes to bed late

3. a researcher who answers a questionnaire

4. a person who wanted to get up early for school
Item 30

Honolulu will soon ban people from walking across the road while using
mobile phones. The new law starts in October. It says no one can cross a street or road
while looking at mobile phones, tablets and digital cameras. There is a $15-$35 fine.
People who break the law for a second time will get a $99 fine. Honolulu's mayor said
the law because there were many injuries and deaths when pedestrians use mobile
devices.

People who text while walking are called phone zombies. The ban is so people
know more about the dangers of texting while walking. The mayor said there were too
many accidents in Honolulu. He added that if people had more common sense, he
would not have to pass this law. Another lawmaker said we have a lot of technology
today but we forget about staying safe. The new law is like one that bans texting while
driving.

#in: https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1707/17073 1-phone-
zombies-1.html
30. Which is the main problem in Honolulu?
1. There were many people use a lot of technology.
2. There were so many people who didn’t pay the fine.
3. There were so many accidents and injuries on the road.

4. People break the law and stop using the mobile phone devices.
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Reading Comprehension Test: 30 questions
Direct: Read the following passage and choose the best answer

Item 1-3

The Statue of Liberty, which is located in New York Harbor, is the largest
statue in the world. It was a present from the people of France to the people of
the United States, celebrating the country’s independence. The statue is a figure
of a woman holding a torch. The figure measures 151 feet from its base to the top
of the torch. It weighs 225 tons. The torch, which the woman holds in her right
hand, stands for “the light cast by the rays of liberty.” The statue is made of 1/8
of an inch-thick copper, and it stands on a pedestal 154 feet high. The pedestal is
an enormous mass of concrete reinforced with steel beams and covered with

granite. By climbing the 142 steps inside the statue, visitors can reach the

observation area.

d -, ' - o o o
#an : undninsznsdanguuuuidy nugaaiinisfruntmaeuney dnindeimsussanasguntgAng

1. Why did the people of France give the Statue of Liberty to the people of the United
States?

1. to guide French ships into New York Harbor

2. as a popular tourist destination in New York

3. as a symbol of freedom of the United States

4. to be a house museum of French immigrants
2. What material covers the pedestal?

1. steel 2. granite

3. copper 4, Concrete

3. Which of the following is NOT true?
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1. The Statue of Liberty is a statue of medium size.

2. The Statue of Liberty measures more than 100 feet tall.

3. Tourists are allowed to climb inside the Statue of Liberty.

4. Tourists can easily spot the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor.

Item 4 -5

Covering your mouth when you sneezing! That’s what most children are
taught. In fact, most people try to hold back the rush of air when they sneeze. It’s the
polite thing to do, but it’s not the safe thing to do. A sneeze means the body is trying
to force something harmful out. If you have a cold, your body is trying to force
germs out through the nose. In a sneeze, air leaves the nose with great speed and
force. That’s why it’s dangerous to hold a sneeze in. The air will be forced out into

the sinuses and ears. The germs can infect the eardrums. It’s true that sneezing can

spread germs to other people. But even covering your nose with a handkerchief can’t

fan : wuniinvznwdainguuuuidn nduduaiunisisunisasuniy dnindvinisuasATEINATANN
4. What is the main idea of the passage?
1. Holding in a sneeze is polite, and it’s good for health.
2. Sneezing is what most children are often taught to do.
3. Holding in a sneeze is polite, but it’s not good for health.
4. Sneezing is a rush of air out through the nose and mouth.

5. From the passage it can be inferred that

1. sneezing is not good for health
2. germs protection is very difficult
3. holding in a sneeze is the safe thing to do

4. you can stop germs to people by covering your nose
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Item 6-8

Like its relative the whale, the dolphin is not a fish but a mammal. A
dolphin is warm blooded and feeds its young on the mother’s milk. It breathes air
through a “blowhole” in the top of its head. The blowhole is the first part of the
dolphin to break through the surface as the animal rises from the deep.

Dolphins have torpedo-shaped bodies and smooth, rubbery skin. A strong
tail sends the dolphin cruising through the water at speeds up to 25 miles an hour.

Dolphins often race with boats. They may come alongside and then rush forward

to the bows. There they take their place in front of the boats. They may hold this

spot for several minutes, as if daring the captain to race.

d " " v el o a
MU : wiBminwznwdinguuuudy naudsaiumsiounisasuniy dnindTnisuasnaTgIuNsAne

6. Which is TRUE about a dolphin?
1. It is slower than a boat.
2. It has a blowhole to breath.
3. It cruises through the water by strong fins.
4. It is a fish, but feeds its young on the mother’s milk.
7. Which part of the dolphins help them swim well?
1. rubbery skin 2. a strong tail
3. smooth skin 4. torpedo-shaped body

8. What does “They” in paragraph 2 refer to?

1. bows 2. boats
3. dolphins 4. torpedo-shaped bodies
Item 9-11

Honolulu will soon ban people from walking across the road while using

mobile phones. The new law starts in October. It says no one can cross a street or road
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while looking at mobile phones, tablets and digital cameras. There is a $15-$35 fine.
People who break the law for a second time will get a $99 fine. Honolulu's mayor said
the law because there were many injuries and deaths when pedestrians use mobile
devices.

People who text while walking are called phone zombies. The ban is so people
know more about the dangers of texting while walking. The mayor said there were too
many accidents in Honolulu. He added that if people had more common sense, he
would not have to pass this law. Another lawmaker said we have a lot of technology
today but we forget about staying safe. The new law is like one that bans texting while
driving.

fian: https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1707/17073 1 -phone-zombies-1.html

9. Which is the main problem in Honolulu?

1. There were many people use a lot of technology.

2. There were so many people who didn’t pay the fine.

3. There were so many accidents and injuries on the road.

4. People break the law and stop using the mobile phone devices.
10. What does the word “It” in the first paragraph refer to?

1. phone 2. new law

3. Honolulu 4. walking road

11. Which is the best headline for this news?

1. Safety First 2. The Pedestrians
3. Phone Zombies 4. The New Coming Law
Item 12-15

There is a new scam on the internet for those looking for love. Criminals are
trying to trick people by using old love letters and romantic language. Conmen can
easily buy "scam packs" to help them trick would be daters into their scam. The pack
is available online and only costs a few dollars. It includes love letter templates,

photos, videos and false identities. This is all that is needed to pretend to be someone
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looking for love. The criminals pose as potential partners and contact people seeking
romance on dating sites. After a period of correspondence, they start asking their
victim for money. They use many different kinds of excuses and reasons why they
need money.

The police force in London reported 3,900 people being scammed online in
2016. The average amount of money they lost was $12,500. The average age of the
victims 10 was 59 years old. More women than men were scammed, with 61 per cent

of the victims being female. A senior police officer described the damage the scams do

to victims. He said: "These crimes destroy lives and the emotional damage often far

outweighs the financial loss. He advised people against giving strangers money. He
said: "Never give money to people you meet online, no matter what emotional sob
story 15 the person uses.” He added that to be safe, people should always be on their

guard when communicating with a stranger online.

fan: https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1712/171214-modern-society.html

12. What is the purpose of the reporter?

1. to disclose how criminals scam the money

2. to describe how to stop stealing money online

3. to persuade the reader to be careful with buying items

4. to negotiate the criminals to stop hacking the information
13. According to the news, which is NOT true?

1. The love letters were used by the malefactors.

2. The scam packs were bought by the malefactors.

3. The malefactors pretended to be someone’s looking for love.

4, The malefactors stole a 59- year-old woman’s money from her pocket.
14. According to the news, how can the readers prevent themselves from the crime?

1. Stop seeking for love online.

2. Never trust the people that you meet online.
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3. Choose carefully date matching online website.
4. Send love letters and pictures to the strangers by email.

15. What does the word “He” in the second paragraph?

1. victim 2. criminal
3. stranger 4. policeman
Item 16

New research suggests that our DNA helps us to decide whether we prefer
coffee or tea. Researchers from the University of Queensland in Australia studied how
our genes affected our taste and why we like some tastes more than others. Following
the research, researchers believe they know why some of us prefer coffee while others
like tea more. The researchers found that people who like more bitter tastes are more
likely to drink coffee. The researchers said they found something strange in their
research. People who were more sensitive to the bitter taste of caffeine were more
likely to prefer coffee to tea. They were also more likely to drink more coffee than
those who were not so sensitive to caffeine.

Researchers looked at data on more than 400,000 men and women in the
United Kingdom. They also looked at an Australian study that compared the tastes of
1,757 twins with their siblings. The researchers said genes aren't the only factors
affecting people's tastes. Other things like our changing environment, social factors or
the effects of taking medicine can also turn us on or off coffee or tea. The researchers
said we can learn to like coffee. Dr Liang-Dar Hwang said: "Bitter taste perception is
shaped not only by genetics, but also environmental factors. Even though humans
naturally dislike bitterness, we can learn to like or enjoy bitter-tasting food after being

exposed to environmental factors."

fia: https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1811/181125-coffee-or-tea.htmi
16. What is the passage mainly about?
1. We can learn to like bitter-tasting drinks and food.

2. Sensitive taste people enjoy drinking coffee than tea.
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3. People like more bitter tastes are more likely to drink coffee.
4. Genes aren’t only factor to decide whether people prefer coffee or tea.
Item 17-19

Do you skip breakfast? Millions of Americans do and if you are one of them,
you are putting your ability to think and learn at risk. Skipping breakfast can cause you
to be hungry, tired, and crabby by the middle of the morning.

Why is that? First, when you wake up, you have not eaten for about eight
hours. Your body’s fuel, called glucose, is low. Eating breakfast raises the level of
glucose in your brain.

Your brain requires a constant flow of glucose in order to do mental work. So eating
breakfast will give you a mental edge at school.

What if you don’t have enough time for breakfast or if you are not hungry
when you wake up? Having something for breakfast is better than nothing. Drink some
milk or juice. Then catch a nutritious snack later on in the morning. Yogurt, dry cereal,
cheeses or fruit are good choices.

What if you don’t like breakfast food? Then eat healthy foods you do like.
Even cold pizza or fruit smoothie can power your morning. Any way you look at it.
There’s no reason to skip this important meal.

17. What is the best reason for eating breakfast?
1. Breakfast makes us get up early.
2. If we eat breakfast, we can skip lunch.
3. Breakfast is not expensive and easy to make.
4. Breakfast can raise the level of glucose in our brain.
18. According to the passage, which is NOT true?
1. The brain needs energy to work at its best.
2. Eating breakfast raises the level of glucose in your brain.
3. Cereal, cheeses or Yogurt are not appropriate for breakfast.

4. If you don’t have breakfast, you will be hungry, tired, and crabby.
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19. What is the main idea of this passage?

1. Healthy food is important.

2. The function of glucose is important.

3. Breakfast is the most important meal in a day.

4. The level of glucose is raised by eating breakfast.
Item 20-23

People have donated over one billion dollars to help rebuild the Notre Dame
cathedral in Paris. The 850-year-old cathedral was badly damaged in a fire on
Monday. The UNESCO World Heritage site is one of the most important cultural
buildings in France. Wealthy people from all over France and around the world have
given hundreds of millions of dollars to help restore the cathedral to its former glory.
French president Emmanuel Macron told the nation in a televised address that he
would make sure the reconstruction would be finished within five years. This would
be in time for the opening of the Paris Olympics in 2024. However, architects say it
could take decades to rebuild the world-famous landmark.

Some of the donors that are handing over cash are French billionaires. They
include the owners of the luxury brand Louis Vuitton and the cosmetics company
L'Oreal. The French oil company Total is also pledging 100 million euros. Apple CEO
Tim Cook tweeted that his company would donate an unspecified amount. He said:
"We are heartbroken for the French people and those around the world for whom
Notre Dame is a symbol of hope. Relieved that everyone is safe. Apple will be
donating to the rebuilding efforts to help restore Notre Dame's precious heritage for
future generations." However, many people are asking whether the money would be
better spent on helping the world's poor.

far: https://breakingnewsenglish.com/1904/1904 19-notre-dame.html

20. Which of the following is the best headline for the news?

1. Power of French billionaires

2. The damage of Notre Dame
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3. The donation for rebuilding Notre Dame

4. Notre Dame “The world - famous landmark”™
21. Which of the following is NOT true?

1. Paris Olympics will be held in 5 years.

2. It was eight hundred and fifty years old.

3. Notre Dame would be finished within 5 years.

4. Rich people have donated money to restore it.
22. What does the word “luxury” in the last paragraph?

1. glory 2. wealthy 3. precious 4. expensive
23. What is the purpose of the writer?

1. to tell how important of Notre Dame

2. to persuade people for more donation

3. to report the news about Notre Dame reconstruction

4. to inform how important of Notre Dame for new generation
Item 24-27

Easter Sunday and Easter Monday are public holidays in the UK. As well as
being a religious festival, Easter is also the celebration of new life and the arrival of
spring. That’s why there are so many symbols of fertility like eggs, chicks and rabbits.
Soon after Valentine’s Day, the shops start to sell chocolate eggs, wrapped in colorful
boxes and ribbons: some of them are huge! These are given to children as presents if
they are well behaved. Some parents tell their children that the Easter Bunny has
brought the eggs. The Easter Bunny is a fantasy character that arrives in secret, a bit
like what Father Christmas does in December.

Another tradition in the UK is the Easter Egg Hunt. Towns often organize these
parties during the Easter weekend: lots of chocolate eggs are hidden in local parks and
children have to go and collect them. It is a lot of fun for everyone. Some families

organize their own Easter egg hunt in their garden, if it is big enough.
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Apparently, nearly 90 million Easter eggs are sold in the UK each year, and
each child receives an average of 8 large chocolate eggs. This is obviously a lot of
sugar and sometimes doctors and dentists warn people that this tradition is bad for
children’s health. That’s why some families decide to give their children presents like
toys and games, to stop them eating so much chocolate and ruining their teeth!
However, Easter is not complete without a bit of sweetness, as long as it is in

moderation.

fan: http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/magazine/life-around-world/eastereggs
24. Which of the following are NOT the symbol of new life?

1. chicks and eggs 2. rabbits and chicks

3. eggs and chocolate 4. presents and rabbits
25. Why did the doctor say Easter tradition is not good for children’s health?

1. Because it contains of a lot of sugar.

2. Because chocolate is bad for children’s health.

3. Because chocolate eggs are too much sweet.

4. Because Easter eggs can cause the children’s teeth decay.
26. According to the passage, which is NOT true?

1. Easter is celebrated after Valentine’s Day.

2. Children enjoy hunting the chocolate eggs.

3. Well-mannered children will get presents from Easter Bunny.

4. Parents give toys and games to stop children eating too much chocolate.
27. What is the writer’s purpose in last paragraph?

1. to show the bad effects of Easter celebration

2. to warn parents to take care of the children’s health

3. to tell the readers that Easter festival is incomplete without chocolate eggs

4. to suggest how much sugar children should consume during Easter festival
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Item 28-29

An average hurricane releases as much energy as several atomic explosions. Its
power output in a single minute could keep the United States in electricity for 50
years. The hurricane that struck Bangladesh in 1970 produced a tidal wave that Killed
200,000 people. In 1900, in Galveston, Texas, a hurricane created storm tides that

swept 6,000 people to their deaths.

fa: https://www.wsfcs.k12.nc.us/site/handlers/filedownload
28. What is the writer’s purpose of this passage?
1. to present factual information about hurricane
2. to inform readers the dangerous places to live
3. to compare the weather in Texas and Bangladesh
4. to entertain the reader with a story about hurricane

29. What is the writer’s feeling that can be described this passage?

1. sarcastic 2. frustrated
3. humorous 4. straightforward
Item 30

Yellowstone National Park is mainly located in Wyoming, although three
percent is located in the state of Montana. The Continental Divide of North America
runs diagonally through the southwestern part of the park. The park sits on the
Yellowstone Plateau, which is an average elevation of 8,000 feet above sea level. This
plateau is bounded on nearly all sides by mountain ranges. There are 290 waterfalls
that are at least fifteen feet in the park, the highest being the Lower Falls of the
Yellowstone River, which falls 308 feet.

fan: https://quizizz.com/admin/quiz/574867fd35da9d01225babe6/main-idea



30. Which is NOT true about Yellowstone National Park?
1. Some parts of the park are located in the state of Montana.

2. The highest waterfall is an average 290 feet above sea level.

3. There are a lot of waterfalls in the Yellowstone National Park.

4. The park is an average elevation of 8,000 feet above sea level.
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